Introduction
The Panopticon, or Inspection-House -the great circular building made up of many cells arranged around a central observation tower, from which one warden could supervise numerous inmates simultaneously -is in some senses an embodiment, albeit a rather paradoxical one, of the inventive imagination of Jeremy Bentham.
2 It is widely known and commonly associated with his name, although it was originally his brother Samuel's invention. Samuel Bentham was responsible for the construction of a Panopticon in Russia in 1806, and saw its foundations 'just peeping up above the ground' before he left the country; whereas Jeremy Bentham never saw a Panopticon, although it is frequently perceived as a concrete manifestation of his philosophy. 3 The inspection principle working in two ways at once -the warder keeps the inmates under constant inspection, and the public are free to inspect the warder at any timeemphasises the Benthamic hallmarks of openness and accountability; and the rehabilitatory aspect of the Panopticon penitentiary draws on and develops Bentham's favourite themes of reform and improvement of the human condition. The huge scale of the project, with a wealth of detail to be considered and provided for, gave free rein to Bentham's peculiar genius. The all-seeing Inspection-House, a building which in reality few ever saw, is nonetheless remarkably well-known and has had an enduring impact. 4 One can perhaps see a legacy of Bentham's creation in such modern inventions as the security camera, which provides surveillance around the clock, and the language laboratory, in which a variation of the system of 'conversation tubes' -which Bentham planned to connect each cell with the inspector's lodge -enables a single teacher to listen in at any time to any one of a number of students, without the student's knowledge.
The Origin of the Panopticon
In 1813, after more than twenty years of effort, Jeremy Bentham finally had to abandon his plans for the construction of a Panopticon penitentiary in London. Parnell, became interested in the Panopticon, and began to make arrangements for the Letters to be printed in Dublin. At Parnell's prompting, Bentham surveyed the Letters for publication, several years after their composition, and realised that they needed substantial revision. Thus it was that he set to work on the Postscripts, to fill in the gaps, and these Postscripts became very much longer than the original Letters. The titles of the Postscripts also signal that Bentham was concentrating on the potential of the Panopticon as a penitentiary house, rather than on any of its other possible 
The Dumont Text
What then is the relationship between Bentham's text and Dumont's? The nature of an adaptation makes it difficult to answer the question precisely, but it is possible to make a few general points, and to look at a few specific examples.
On reading Dumont's Panoptique two important points must be borne in mind.
The first is that the text is not a straightforward translation of Bentham's work; Studies, vol. 6 (2003) 6 which combines ingenious architecture with an innovative system of management, are present in the Letters, although the details are not worked out at great length.
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Although there are many topics which appear both in the Letters and in the Postscripts, it is in the Postscripts that the ideas are elaborated and all details hammered out fully.
Postscript I is predominantly concerned with architectural and technical detail. For example, Section XIX is concerned with materials; Bentham recommends either brick or iron, rather than wood, to obviate the risk of fire. The wisdom of this recommendation was to be proved in 1818 when the Russian Panopticon, built from wood in the absence of other materials, was in fact destroyed by fire. If it were possible at this time for your Lordship to bestow a glance on a subject of such inferior importance, it might rather to be on the third 7 volume which relates to the plan of management than to the 1 st and second which refer to a plan of construction. 
